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Central Arizona Model Railroad Club
March, 2022

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

SCHEDULE

by Bob Northington
WOW! March already! Looks like the Northern
Open House Tour is shaping up! Peter has
signed up 6 or 7 layouts for what should be an
interesting day. The Beat the Heat Committee
has met twice now, and the event is already
shaping up nicely. The club’s new website is
almost ready to roll out! Make plans to attend
the April club meeting to see Allan & Fred’s
presentation of the new site!
th
See you at the meeting March 9 ! Until then, I’ll
leave you with this...

CAMRRC regular meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of the month. They feature
tables where you are welcome to bring items for
sale and most months also feature a program.
They are also a great way to get together with
your fellow members. Meetings begin at 6:30pm
for socializing and swapping and the meeting
starts at 7pm. Meetings are held at the Prescott
Meals on Wheels hall on Blooming Hills Drive,
off Rosser at SR89.
March 9. - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on
Wheels Hall
April 13 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on Wheels
Hall
April 30 - CAMRRC Prescott/North Member’s
layout open houses, details next month
May 11 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on Wheels
Hall

BOARD MINUTES
by Mike Guinn
February 9th, 2022 Meeting called to order at
6:05 PM by President Bob Northington
Members Present: Bob Northington, Fred
Williams, Hank Morris, Dick Gage, Allan Steves,
Tom McColloch, Mike Guinn
Treasurer’s report was read.
Old Business:
•

Club member picture update. Size of
image discussed and the removal of RR
logos to make them more compatible

with website directory. About 70% of club
members have had their picture taken.
An email is to be sent out to membership
with an explanation of how the images
are to be used. A note will be added on
future membership forms requesting
permission to use photos.
•

•

Update on new website. Public side is
80% structurally there. Member side still
needs some work to bring it in line with
what we want it to do. To be introduced
to membership at March meeting by Fred
with full presentation in April.
Social committee discussion with need to
con rm that those who volunteered are
committed.

•

Beat the Heat yer nalized and forms to
be brought down to the next two Valley
swap meets. 1⁄4 sheet adds to be worked
up.

•

New Business:

•

New club laptop is needed that has Wi-Fi
capability and the ability to connect to the
projector. Current club laptop is only
used at membership meetings to connect
to projector. Allan to research a new
laptop.

•

Continued discussion on nding a
permanent location for a club sponsored
layout.

NEW MEMBER WELCOMES
by Allan Steves
Welcome Gene Crist. Gene is an HO scaler
who resides in Chino Valley with his wife Elma.
Welcome Lisa Emmans. Lisa lives in Prescott
and is a neighbor of Bob Pratt. Lisa has recently
become interested in model railroading and
does not currently have a layout.
Welcome Marion Freeman. Marion resides in
Chino Valley with his wife Ester.
Welcome Barry Gilbert. Barry is a G scaler
who lives in Chino Valley with his wife Jan.
Welcome Blake Kerr. Blake is from Cave
Creek ,AZ and is currently a full time
Mechanical Engineering student at Embry
Riddle. Blake likes to work with both HO and N
scales but does not currently have a layout
since living in college housing does not afford
much extra space!
Welcome Doug Rider. Doug is an HO scaler
who resides in Dewey with his wife Liz and two
pet dogs. Doug and Liz moved to Dewey from
San Mateo, CA two years ago and provides
virtual consultant engineering services to
numerous cities in the areas of planning,
building, re, and public works.
Doug got interested in model trains when his
dad gave him, and his brother American Flyer
sets when they were little. Doug still has his
original equipment and keeps his engines
running , one of which dates back to 1951.
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Website: http://trainweb.org/camrrc/ Editor: Peter Atonna: mjatonna@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/409718243722049/?

LAST DUES REMINDER!
A good percentage of members have paid
their 2022 dues. But there are those of you
who have not! Remember, March 31 is the
deadline! If your dues are not received by
then, you will no longer be a member of the
CAMRRC.
A new membership list will be mailed to all
current members as will the April newsletter.
If your name is not on that list, you will not
get it! Or the April newsletter!
WHAT TO DO?
Attached with this newsletter email is a
current list of CAMRRC members. Those
who have paid their dues have an “X” by their

name. If yours does not, we are waiting for your
dues.

After cutting the bronze pieces to length, I
slightly round of the ends of the rail section so
the brass tubing easily slides over each rail
section. I then placed all pieces in the jig and
secured them with masking tape and soldered
away.

If you are one, there is also attached to this
email, the member information form. Fill it out,
with your check for $30, made out to the Central
Arizona Model Railroad Club, and mail it to Mike
Guinn’s address as on the form.
REMEMBER, IF THERE IS AN “X” BY YOUR
NAME, YOU ARE OK, YOUR DUES ARE PAID

ANOTHER LAYOUT PROJECT
by Joe Agosta
I decided to make a railing system on one of my
HOn3 grades, but being an afterthought, It
required widening of the roadbed. The materials
I used are: .032 bronze phosphorus wire, .035
brass tubing, epoxy glue, and solder.
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I started rst by making a wooden jig and
ripping the rail grooves with a mini table saw
followed by cutting the grooves for the posts
with a micro saw and v-groove gouge.
The sections are 10 inches long, 72 scale feet,
with 8' between the posts and 4' height.

Fill solder is necessary mostly on the top rail.
Next cut brass tubing to 1/2'' lengths and le
and bevel the ends.
Installing the rail is the most trying part as there
are lots of angling around and I had to be
always careful not to snag the catenary wires.
On straight runs, dividers work well for laying
out the posts but not for the curved sections.
There the railings have to be shaped to conform
with the curve of the roadbed. This is done by
placing the curved section in place and carefully
marking the post hole with a small pointed
probe.

The next step is to take a pin vise and drill your
holes followed by carefully pushing the posts
into the holes. Be sure to place the brass tubing
over the one end of both upper and lower rails
before proceeding to the next section. Repeat
the install procedure for the next section and
then slide the tubing at the half way mark
between each rail section.

HISTORY OF THE ACES AND EIGHTS
MINING DISTRICT: PART V
by Bong Re-Pete
The Santa Fe railroad pushed through in 1907
and a spur was soon constructed into the
Tortilla Flats area. To access the spur the boys
revamped their shaft house to accommodate an
aerial tramway into the Flats, terminating at their
newly constructed Trinity transfer site.
At about the same time their burros again were
the victims of insects, this time carried off by
giant tsetse ies. In an effort to rescue the
burros they again stumbled upon silver and that
is how the Big Bug mine came to be.

After everything is installed, make any
adjustments and apply epoxy to the post bases
and the ends of the brass unions.
The longest run is 648 scale feet.

According to Pyrite’s Daily Miner there was an
explosion and cave in of the shaft at the Bumble
Bee mine in June of 1909. The accident also
severely damaged the shaft house. Since
production was waning, Frank Murphy said that
they decided not to rebuild and focus on their
attention on the newer Big Bug mine. And that is
how the ghost town of Burro Springs can to be.

fl

About two decades after WWI, business men in
the U.S., who had ties to Europe, began it see a
black cloud emerge over the continent. Some

pro ts, the organization sold out to a local
consortium headed by HO Gage & Company.
With the outbreak of WWII and the discovery of
plutonium, the company added a new mine and
that is how the Green Monster, which still glows
at night, came to be.
As a side note, the grandsons of ‘The Three
Godfather from Italy’, are still in the area. Since,
they are in the witness protection program their
names can’t be revered.
This is Bongo Repeat saying “What me worry?”.

NO MORE CHICAGO UNION STATION
by Peter (no relation to Antonio) Atonna
We held our “Souper Saturday” Desert Division
mid winter auction the last weekend in January
in the Valley. Among the items in my personal
consignment was a Chicago Union Station by
TW Trainworx. This building has been on the
last two versions of my layout and for over a
dozen years.
So, why sell it?
Here is the story. As you probably know,
layouts in my basement evolve over time. So,
following visits by the Train Collectors
Association members during the 2009 National
TCA Convention, the rst major change began.
And it was the result of a Lionel subway set.

felt another war was likely and that industrial
metals would be in high demand.
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In particular the three largest west coast olive oil
importers [Antonio Atonna, Pasquino Piscitelli,
and Stefano Scigliano (who became known as
“Los Tres Abuelos de Itala”) decided to go into
mining. With a worldwide depression destroying
demand and unrelenting ‘labor problems’ our
good owners decided that their signatures,
rather than their brains, on a sales contract, was
the way to go. After skimming any and all

I have always been fascinated by New York’s
subway system, but Mary Jane is not.
However, at a Lionel display at a York train
show, they introduced a really neat blue/silver
colored new set which Mary Jane said it’s “not
bad”. So one was ordered. But when it arrived,
it dawned on me that there was no good place
to run it on my “Arizona” themed main layout.
So, the then existing, “L shaped” postwar layout
was taken down and a small downtown
“Chicago” themed layout replaced it. And that is
when I discovered that TrainWorx had a
beautiful Union Station building. It became the
centerpiece of that 8’ by 8’ layout.

a Northern Paci c station in Livingston,
Montana. It is not a classic “stationy” looking
building, but its three story, red brick facade was
just what I was looking for.

In time that entire layout was replaced by the
current, more urban themed, layout. It features
a “big city” downtown on the central peninsula
and with Union Station as the centerpiece of
the two level terminal - similar to the real
station. The rest of “downtown” is sort of a
mixture of Manhattan (grandparents row
house), Douglas (our home town) and Phoenix
and of course, Union Station.
It worked great there, but as the rest of the
buildings were completed over time, Union
Station got lost behind other buildings. Also, it
was a muted color which did not stand out and

the two side wings were only one story which
also did not show well down a street of multi
story buildings.
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Last year, I decided it needed to be replaced. I
looked over the internet for photos of other
stations around the country and found this one:

That became my scratch building project and
Union Station went back into its original box and
to the auction.
Downtown now has what I had wanted, a
building that calls attention to itself and it was
time to say goodby to Union Station. No, it did
not bring what I had hoped for at the auction,
but the Atonna “train fund” now has more in it to
help pay for the upcoming shipping of the new
Lionel Acela train set (another story)

AN EARLY ENTRY INTO THIS
YEAR’S CHRISTMAS WISH LIST?

Your Treasurer, Fred Williams, notes that with the gas prices going
towards $4 per gallon, you might want to carpool with a nearby
CAMRRC member to the meeting

