
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Bob Northington

Spring has SPRUNG!! Hard to believe that just 
one year ago we were still not meeting... SO 
GLAD to be getting back to normal... (okay, 
okay I know... what’s normal??) 

If you haven’t heard, Peter Atonna has set up 
an Open House tour of Prescott and Points 
North for Saturday April 30th.  They will run from 
1 to 5pm. Our hosts are Richie Scanapico, 
Donn Pease, Hank Morris, Peter Atonna, Peter 
Hartmann, Mark Cable, and Pius Job. Thank 
you, gentlemen, for showing your layouts! 
PLEASE NOTE: Mark Cable’s layout will only 
be available from 3 to 5pm. Check your email 
for Peter’s April 2nd email for layout maps and 
other info. 

See you at the meeting April 13th! Until then, I’ll 
leave you with this... 

SCHEDULE

CAMRRC regular meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday of the month. They feature 
tables where you are welcome to bring items for 
sale and most months also feature a program. 
They are also a great way to get together with 
your fellow members. Meetings begin at 6:30pm 
for socializing and swapping and the meeting 
starts at 7pm.  Meetings are held at the Prescott 
Meals on Wheels hall on Blooming Hills Drive, 
off Rosser at SR89.
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April 13 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on Wheels 
Hall
April 30 - CAMRRC Prescott/North Member’s 
layout open houses,
May 11 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on Wheels 
Hall
June 8 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on Wheels 
Hall
July 23 - Cactus Summer Swap Meet - see 
flyer this issue
August 6 - Beat the Heat Meet - See the table 
seller’s flyer and map this issue

MINUTES
by Mike Guinn

March 9th, Board Meeting was called to order at 
6:10 PM by President Bob Northington 

Members Present: Bob Northington, Fred 
Williams, Hank Morris, Dick Gage, Tom 
McColloch, Mike Guinn 

Treasurer’s report was read. 

An anonymous donation of $5000 listed. 

Old Business: 

Beat the Heat general updates by Dick and 
Hank. 1⁄4 page flyer discussed
.
Update on new website. 90% complete. Fred to 
give a brief presentation at  tonight’s meeting. 
Allan will give a more in depth presentation at 
the April meeting.
 
New club laptop discussion to be deferred until 
Allan returns.  

New Business:  

Western Heritage Center needs the club layout 
removed for upcoming events by 3/21. Hank to 
call for volunteers to help move the layout on 
3/17. Layout will be moved to space provided by 
Point of Rocks club at the mall.  

Decision to advertise the club on the CVSD 
electronic sign on Hwy. 89. Advertise the club 

April and May and then Beat the Heat June and 
July.  

Prescott and North club member’s open houses 
set for April 30th. 

HERE IS THE NEW CLUB WEBSITE!
by Allan Steves
The Board of Directors is happy to 
announce the launching of our new Club 
website!  The project started in late 2021 with 

the acquisition of our own domain 
(CAMRRC.com), selecting a website designer, 
and a website host. 

The website is designed with two 
separate portions.  The first side to go live is the 
Public facing portion where users can find 
general information about the club and club 
meetings, and details on the upcoming Beat 
The Heat Meet.  Also the user can submit an 
online application for Membership, request club 
merchandise, and request information from the 
Family Support Group.  

The second password protected Members Only 
portion of the website is still under development 
and will have items such as the online member 
directory, member layout pictures, and 
presentation material from Club meetings.

The Board of Directors encourage everyone to 
add a CAMRRC.com bookmark in your internet 
browser and visit the new website.  

http://camrrc.com/
http://camrrc.com/


LAYOUT UPDATE 
by Walt Bouman

I have finished my new Scene on the layout, a 
new water tank and windmill. I added a pipe to 
the windmill and placed it next to the water tank 
showing it fills the water tank.

Not much but something new to look at.

LAYOUT UPDATE
by Mike Guinn

I've been continuing scenery on my On30 
Jasper & Southern.  Scenery now extends from 
the town of Stanley, through the logging 
switchback and town of Jasper, and then skips 
ahead to the mine at Davis.  With only one town 
left on the line to scenic, I'll be able to move on 
to the upper deck HO scale layout soon!

LAYOUT UPDATE
by John DeCrescenco

The O gauge layout is 16' by 11' and has three 
independent loops 72”, 60", and an elevated 48" 
reversing loop.  All is command control with 
DCS and TMCC. All the turnouts are 
independently controlled from the new panel as 
well as the sidings. 



LAYOUT UPDATE
by Mike Sturgeon

I haven't been doing any track or structure work 
but I have been doing a ton of wiring. My layout 
is DC so I have many blocks to wire and isolate.

I am using Atlas snap relays to control the 
blocks and red/green leds on the board. I found 
a source for multiple colored leds and they work 
pretty well although there is a lot of soldering 
since each lead needs a resistor soldered to it.
Here are some pictures of the snap relays and 
the frogs/blocks that they control.

LAYOUT UPDATE
by Ray Strom

Still in progress, but I can run trains again!  
Thanks to Larry Gaither, Peter Atonna and Rod 
Stewart, a friend from Canada 



THE GADSDEN AT LAST!
by Peter Atonna

Some members are aware that Mary 
Jane and I were raised in Douglas, AZ.  
Through World War II, Douglas was the 
third largest city in Arizona!  In addition to 
hosting one of the largest copper 
smelters in the country, it was a major 
railroad center, a Mexican port of entry 
and a shopping hub for the agricultural 
lands in the valley to the north.

It was a planned town by James 
Douglas, a founder of the Phelps Dodge 
mining. company.  After the mines and 
smelter in overcrowded Mule Canyon in 
Bisbee became too congested and 
polluted, the smelter was moved to a 
broad valley with good water and a 
railroad was built to it, eventually 
becoming the El Paso Southwestern, to 
haul supplies and copper.

Thus, in 1911, the Hotel Gadsden, was 
built, four stories high overlooking the 
rapidly growing town.  It celebrated the 
Gadsden Purchase.  Sadly, in 1921 it 
burned to the ground.  But, a larger hotel 
was built in its place.  

Now five stories high, it featured a grand 
stairway leading to a wall of Tiffany glass 
windows and skylights.  Although 
repainted from the green of our youth, it 
remains open today.

Thus, from the completion of scenery in 
the first version of my basement layout, 
in 2001 a vacant lot was provided next to 
the also remaining Phelps Dodge 
Mercantile Store (the classic “you can 
buy anything here” company store). 

Alas, that lot remained vacant until last 
fall when my brother, sister in law and I 
journeyed there for an event.  That lit the 
spark that it was time to build the Hotel 
Gadsden.  



Photos were taken, measurement were 
made.  Materials were bought.

Construction was pretty traditional: .06” 
sheet styrene was cut and glued to 

create door and window openings.  It 
was then covered by .015 sheet styrene 
to represent the smooth plaster finish.  
The shell was glued together and painted 
the original light green color.  Following 
that, windows and doors were installed.

But with this structure, it is the trim and 
details that give it the character it retains.  
Fortunately a few years ago, a kit maker 
I was dealing with, was doing custom 
laser work,  So I sent him materials to 
create many of the trim pieces including 
the rooftop name sign.  They are a dark 
green to give contrast the the base color.

You may note that my Gadsden is only 
four rather than five stores high.  That is 
because the space available forces 
selected compression of about a third.  
And to keep the height in that proportion, 
it is four rather than five floors high.

Lighting is all strip LED’s and all that 
remains to be done after all these years 
is to build a building next door to finish 
that portion of downtown Douglas.

Here are some shots of the finished 
product.



Test fitting it on the “vacant lot” before 
completing the building. 

The old building next door didn’t really fit, 
so is now gone to be replaced by a new 
“downtown Douglas” store.  And here is 
the finished building, stand forever next 
to the “PD Merchantile” as it was known.









BEAT THE HEAT SWAP MEET
Embry Riddle University

August 6, 2022
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