
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Bob Northington

Happy 2023! I hope that everyone had a happy 
holiday season spent with family and friends! 

Would like to welcome new Board Member 
Dennis Egan! Dennis and his wife, Carolyn, 
have already made an impact on the club with 
all their involvement with the Beat the Heat 
Meet and the Christmas parties for the past 
couple of years. 

Dennis takes the place of long-time Board 
member, Dick Gage.  Dick has been a driving 
force behind Beat the Heat, along with Doug 
Gilliatt. The club would like to thank Dick for all 
his hard work and involvement in the promotion 
of model railroading. 

The coming year should be another great one 
for the club. This year we will see Beat the Heat 
move to late July. This scheduling change was 
brought about by Embry-Riddle’s availability for 
their wonderful facility.  And (I know what you’re 
thinking...), YES, there will be a solution to the 
long walk from and to the parking lot this year. 

At the January 13th, board meeting we will be 
doing the planning for the coming year. If you 
have any issues you would like to be 
addressed, please drop me an email at 
bobnorth_2000@yahoo.com so it can be added 
to our agenda. 

Stay safe and healthy. Hope to see you at our 
January 11th club meeting. 

SCHEDULE

CAMRRC regular meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday of the month. They feature 
tables where you are welcome to bring items for 
sale and most months also feature a program. 
They are also a great way to get together with 
your fellow members. Meetings begin at 6:30pm 
for socializing and swapping and the meeting 
starts at 7pm.  Meetings are held at the Prescott 
Meals on Wheels hall on Blooming Hills Drive, 
turn at Rosser off SR89.

January 11 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on 
Wheels Hall
February 4 - Souper Saturday Desert Division 
auction.  Catalog: tcadd.org
February 8 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on 
Wheels Hall
February 18 - Cactus Winter Swap Meet,  see 
flyer this issue
March 8 - CAMRRC meeting - Meals on 
Wheels Hall

TIME FOR DUES
by Mike Guinn

Happy New Year!  With a new year it means it's 
time to pay your club dues for 2023.  Many of 
you have already sent me your checks and I 
have marked you as paid.

If you have not paid your dues, please pay by 
March 31, 2023 or you will be dropped from the 
active membership list and will not receive 
emails or notifications about club activities.  You 
may pay by one of two means:

NEWSLETTER
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January, 2023
Website: www.CAMRRC.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/409718243722049

http://www.CAMRRC.com
http://tcadd.org


Please make your check for $30 payable to:  
CAMRRC
You may pay in person at a club meeting or mail 
your check to:

     Mike Guinn
     3192 W Spyglass Hill
     Williams, AZ 86046
OR
You may pay by Credit Card or Paypal.

CLICK THIS LINK to use our online form. 
$1.50 will be added to cover the Paypal fees.

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
by Mike Guinn

The Board of Directors is excited to welcome 
new members to our growing club.

Welcome Graham Johnson.  Graham lives in 
Chino Valley.  He models in multiple scales 
including: On30, HO, N and HOn30.  His 
interests include kit building, diesel locomotives, 
freight operations, benchwork, track work and 
structures.  Graham has an operational layout.

Welcome Terry Huber.  Terry is in Prescott 
Valley.  Terry models in HO and N scales.  His 
interests include kit and scratch building, 
scenery, steam and diesel locos, painting and 
lettering,  operations and railroad history.  
Currently he does not have a layout.

DCC CONVERSION ON KATO N 
SCALE DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES
by Terry Huber

This article will explain the very simple process 
for converting your standard DC locomotive 
over to Digital Command Control or DCC.  This 
is a lot easier than it looks so give it a go 
sometime on one of your DC engines.

I have here the KATO N scale Southern Pacific 
#9820 diesel engine an SD70M flat radiator 
style. KATO Stock No. 176-7612.

This loco comes with a standard DC board the 
kind with the light mounted on it which will be 
removed and the new DCC board from Digitrax 
No. DN163K1C installed.

These DCC modules from Digitrax are pretty 
good however I have experienced some 
glitches here and there on different locos.  
Some say spend the extra money on a Train 
Control System (TCS) board and not have to 
worry about it.  I purchased mine at Arnie’s for 
around $36.

http://camrrc.com/membership-dues


Removing the shell

Be careful doing this as sometimes little pieces 
might break or go missing.  The method I have 
used I saw on You Tube some years back.  This 
method should not be used on engines like the 
KATO F units depending upon where the 
coupler is located.  The majority of the time this 
method will work fine for these later KATO 
diesel locos.

Using the storage box lid, place the engine front 
steps right along the edge of the box with the 
rest of the engine inside the lid.  Raise the lid 
slightly up at that end and then drop it.

The weight of the engine allows it to drop out of 
the shell.  Now you can carefully remove the 
rest of the shell off by hand slowly 

Changing out the DC board to the DCC

The Digitrax instruction sheet can be followed 
step-by-step and I’ll elaborate here.

As I stated earlier these DC engines come with 
a PCB and LED light mounted to it.  To remove 
this board slide the board up and towards the 
rear of the chassis and 

Once the board is removed, the instructions will 
tell you where to apply the yellow Kapton tape 
to the areas of the engine so as to prevent any 
shorting between the bottom of the new de-
coder and the frame 



If you do not have any Kapton tape, Digitrax 
supply’s a small strip wrapping the new de-
coder board which can be re-purposed 

Once the Kapton tape has been applied the 
new board can be installed.

(Example shown here on another SD70 loco I 
am modifying)  

Same process going back in. Align the board 
and under the front tabs while pushing towards 
the front of the engine. The back of the de-
coder board will fit under the rear tabs.

       Rear tabs                    Front tabs

Make sure the motor contact tabs slip 
over the tabs protruding from the DC motor.  
This is the main connection point for the board 
to the motor.

Usually best to try out the engine before placing 
the shell back onto the frame.  All new de-
coders are set to a 03 address at the factory.  
Later you can follow your Digital Command 
Control manual to reset the address to a new 
number. Most folks use the loco road number 
when they reset or a combination of two or four 
digits to identify that locomotive.  If everything is 
operating OK the shell can be snapped back on 
the engine and you’re ready to start hauling 
freight. 
 

SOME PHOTOS FROM MEMBERS
Ken Hoyle sent this photo he found of the ATSF 
yard in downtown Prescott, date unknown.

Your editor gets a great calendar each year 
produced by the BNSF.  Photos are all taken by 
employees in various locations.  Look at my 
delight when opening January this year:



A little more from your Editor:  In planning an 
upcoming video (a sub hobby of mine, shooting 
layout videos, later burned to a CD and some 
are posted on UTube), I will be running my 
oldest train, a 1916 Ives set, both passenger 
and freight.  Here it is running on the Retro 
layout.

Finally Ray Strom send a great photo of his, 
now operational layout.



“ONE  OF  ARIZONA’S  LARGEST

MODEL  RAILROAD  SWAP  MEETS”

SATURDAY, FEB. 18TH, 2023
SWAP  FROM  9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

NORTH  PHOENIX  
BAPTIST  CHURCH
FELLOWSHIP CENTER

5757 North Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85012

Due to Saturday Farmers Market restrictions:
Friday vendor unloading East-side 4 – 6 PM

  Saturday vendor unloading East-side 6 – 9 AM

     Presented by your pal, Casey Cactus, and the
GRAND CANYON MODEL RAILROADERS

     Print legibly.  No refunds after Feb. 11, 2023
        Table-top auction at 12:00 PM

NOTE: unclaimed tables will be released at 8:00 AM

Name _______________________________________________________
$25 per 8’ banquet table

(Bring a table cover, if desired)

  How many tables?     ________________
 

  Amount enclosed?  $ ________________

 Request?________________________

            Will you participate in the auction?

  Seller? _________ Buyer? __________

Admission Name Badges
1 or 2 tables = 2 badges max.

First and last name please

  Badge Name _____________________

  Badge Name _____________________
3 or 4 tables = 4 badges max.

  Badge Name _____________________

  Badge Name _____________________
 More badges available at $5.00 each
    Name Badges REQUIRED for your security

    MORE THAN 4 TABLES  -  CALL

Address _____________________________________________________

City _____________________________  State ____  Zip ______________

Phone ________________________  Email _________________________

Security: I  will  abide  with  badge  identification  entrance  requirements.
Buying,  selling,  ethics  and  behavior: In  case  of  dispute,  the  Meet
Chairperson  and/or  impartial  referee  appointed by the Meet  Chairperson
shall arbitrate the dispute and render a timely decision and I hereby agree to
be  bound  by  such  decision.   I  will  not  pack  until  12:00  PM.   Not
responsible for lost or stolen articles.  

Signature _________________________________ Date ______________

Make check payable to: “Grand Canyon Model Railroaders”
Mail to: John Draftz, 1507 W Willow Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85029

or
Credit cards accepted via PayPal - visit www.gcmrr.org

Email: info@gcmrr.org

Info: John Draftz 602-942-3457 

 


